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The Frankfort Book Fair. 




N the leading American literary per- 
iodical, "The Dial," of Chicago, 
George Haven Putnam reviews the 
U R 2 reproduction of Henri Estienne's 
^jp^ "Francofordiense Emporium" (the 
Frankfort Book Fair). The repro- 
duction is the work of Prof. James Westfall 
Thompson and is published by the Caxton Club, 
Chicago. Mr. Putnam calls it a noteworthy 
contribution to the literature of the book trade 
and the literature of scholarship. 

The monograph, written in Latin, by Henri 
Estienne, 2d., a grandson of the scholar and pub- 
lisher of the same name, is the work of a man who 
is probably entitled to "the highest rank among 
the printer-publishers who were not only man- 
ufacturers of books but who contributed auth- 
oritative scholarship as well to original writing 
as to the editorial work of preparing for the 
press the texts of books accepted as classics." 
While Henri Estienne 1st, who worked between 
the years 1496 and 1520, did more for the develop- 
ment of printing than his grandson whose pub- 
lishing undertakings began in 1554 and ended 
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with his death in 1598, the contributions of the 
younger Estienne, in scholarly editing, in original 
literary production, and in work for the develop- 
ment of the book trade and the furthering of 
the machinery for the distribution of books, con- 
stituted together the most valuable service ren- 
dered by any one of the long series of distin- 
guished publishers of France. 

It is the monograph of this publisher that 
is now presented for the first time with the ad- 
vantage of an English version, a comprehensive 
introduction and lucid notes. Mr. Putman, him- 
self one of the no longer numerous scholarly 
members of the American book trade and famil- 
iar with the history of publishing, may be pre- 
sumed to speak with knowledge, when he says 
that this sixteenth century monograph has long 
been famous in the literature of the book-trade, 
and as one of the most distinctive professional 
productions ever made by a publisher. 



THE Frankfort Book Fair played an important 
part in the organization of the book trade 
in Germany and the regulations, thus early for- 
mulated, still pertain with undiminished force. 
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THE Mr. Putnam points out that when Aldus, in 
LOTUS 1494, set up his famous press in Venice and 
began the issue of his now famous classic texts, 
it was necessary for him to come into corres- 
pondence with scholars in distant convents and 
in the few university centres, and to make clear 
to these correspondents the purpose and char- 
acter of the classic literature that he was at- 
tempting to introduce into Europe. If he could 
persuade the correspondent to send an order 
for the book, he then had the task of securing 
its safe transportation, often at a time when in- 
terstate connections were interrupted by war; 
and, finally, he had to wait for many weary 
months before an opportunity occurred for a 
safe remittance by the purchaser of the pay- 
ment due. No wonder that, whereas today the 
books that came from the press of Aldus Man- 
utius are the treasure trove of collectors, he 
himself died a poor man. 

It was in 1840 that a section of the Frank- 
fort Fair began to be devoted to books; and in 
1503, in connection with the fair, the organiza- 
tion of the book trade in Germany was brought 
about. "The book trade association of Ger- 
many," writes Mr. Putnam, "dates from 1503, 
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and has been continued and developed without 
break, during a period of more than four cen- 
turies, on practically the lines that were laid 
down in the preliminary organization. The 
German book trade was the first in Europe to 
bring about an organization of its business; and 
it is because this organization is to-day more 
intelligent in plan and more effective in oper- 
ation than that of any other country, that the 
production and distribution'of books in Germany 
is carried on to the best advantage of all par- 
ties, concerned. In Germany. alone, among all 
the literature producing and. literature consum- 
ing states of the world,, can the special student 
or the general reader be assured of securing, in 
even the smallest town,. a full representation of 
the literature of the day and of the literature of 
past years, together with the service of an in- 
telligent and scholarly bookdealer to meet his 
inquiries and fulfil his requirements. 

# 
"MO authorities in Germany, either of the in- 
dividual states or of the imperial govern- 
ment, have ever undertaken to restrict the right 
of the producers of copyrighted property, and 
of their assigns, to control the conditions under 
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THE which the books are distributed and sold. As 
LOTUS a result, the reader in Germany secures, at a 
lower cost than anywhere else in the world, 
books representing an even and satisfactory 
quality of manufacture, and the highest stand- 
ard of scholarly accuracy and authority. The 
buyer can also be assured that he is paying in 
one town precisely the same price at which the 
book could be published in any other town in 
the realm. The publishers and booksellers are; 
under the system in force, in a position to pre- 
vent books from being utilized by dry goods 
dealers, or by dealers in any merchandise, as an 
advertisement for their own goods. There is in 
Germany too high an esteem for the interests of 
the producers as well as for those of the consum- 
ersof literature, and too clear an understanding of 
the intellectual requirements of the community, 
to permit the undermining of bookselling ma- 
chinery, which is the sure result of the use of 
books for advertising purposes. Under the law, 
no German publishers can be accused of 'con- 
spiracy ' because they take measures to prevent 
the booksellers from being driven into bank^ 
ruptcy. This result is due to an intelligent under- 
standing, which goes back to the Frankfort Fair 

246 



of 1503, of the necessary conditions for the 
maintenance of the book trade; and Estienne, 
and the other intelligent publishers and book- 
sellers who gathered together in Frankfort, 
were well justified in the cordial recognition 
given by them to the civilized intelligence with 
which the business was managed by their Frank- 
fort hosts," 
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